
500 Fairview Avenue • Brentwood, CA 94513 • (925) 634-4154 • FAX (925) 516-9340 
Website: www.ihmbrentwood.com — E-Mail: ihmchurch@ihmbrentwood.com 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 am-3:00 pm 



The Pastor’s Page/Página del Pastor 

Weekday Masses/Misas Diarias  
 Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:0AM (English) - Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday: 8:00AM (Bilingual)   

 
 Sunday Mass/Domingo Misa 

 9:00AM (English) - 10:45AM (Español) - 12:30PM (English)   
5:00PM -Traditional Roman Rite (Latin)  

Confessions 
Tuesdays 6:00PM - 7:00PM — Saturdays 3:30PM - 4:30PM  
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    Bishop of the Diocese of Oakland 
 

 The Most Rev. Michael C. Barber, SJ  
 

+     
     Parish Office: (925) 634-4154             Mon-Fri Office Hours: 9 AM - 3 PM   +  

                 Office Staff 
 
 

         Office Manager  
 x106 - Carol Ilch-Rojo                         crojo@ihmbrentwood.com                    Secretary  
 x105 - Lucy Pedroza  
           lpedroza@ihmbrentwood.com           

 Administrative Assistants 
 x109 - Ana Ellenberger  
          aellenberger@ihmbrentwood.com 
 x120 - Connie Simon 
           csimon@ihmbrentwood.com           

         Bookkeeper  
 x104 - Lori King  
            lking@ihmbrentwood.com                                            + 
               Pastoral Staff              
         Director of Faith Formation 
 x117 - Linda Kortuem  
          lkortuem@ihmbrentwood.com         

        Director of Youth Ministry 

 x107 - Julie Figueroa 
            Ihmyouthbrentwood@gmail.com         

        Minister of Music 

 x112 - Jerome Cuenco  
           jcuenco@ihmbrentwood.com       

  Missionary Sisters - (925) 513-8154  
 

Sr. Januaria Beleño, MSS 
Sr. Guadalupe Grande, MSS 
  

John Kortuem  
 (925) 698-6362 - jolin1040@sbcglobal.net 

           Fr. Arturo Bazan, Parochial Vicar 
 x111 - frarturo@ihmbrentwood.com         

   Fr. Quang Dong, Pastor  
 x102 - frquang@ihmbrentwood.com    

  + 
             Pastoral Council Chair 
                George Muggee 
       george@spikeengineering.com 

Dear families of Immaculate Heart of Mary,  
          The scriptures of Israel are filled with many stories of barren couples 
who were miraculously granted the gift of children by God. Surely the best 
known among these is the first reading from today, from which Luke took 
inspiration when he recounted the miraculous birth of John the Baptist to 
Zechariah and Elizabeth, and the more miraculous birth of Jesus to Mary 
and Joseph. 
          In each instance, we are given examples or role models of those who 
trusted in God. More than examples of those who trust, they are models of 
self-surrender. They abandoned their own presuppositions and prejudices 
about the workings of the world and turned their lives over to belief in a 
God who can make life grow where none ought to; a God who can turn 
death around into a new and unimagined life; a God who can, today, take a 
tiny child of humble parents in an insignificant town and make him into a 
light for all the world. This is what we, as God’s holy family, are called to do 
each day: to trust not in ourselves and the way we think things should be, 
but to open ourselves and surrender ourselves in faith to a God of endless 
promise. 
          If we look back on 2020 this may be hard for us to do. With all that 
has happened with the pandemic our faith may have been tested or even 
weakened. But just has Mary and Joseph were asked to do as God asked so 
must we. Know that God is with us throughout the struggles we endured in 
2020 and look forward to what is to come in 2021. Place your life in the 
hands of our Lord, trusting God loves us and cares for us. 
         Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us. 
         Father Quang  
                                        +++++ 
  
Queridas familias del Inmaculado Corazon de Maria, 
        Las lecturas de Israel están repletas de relatos de parejas estériles a 
quienes Dios les concedió el milagro de tener hijos. Sin duda el relato más 
conocido es el de la primera lectura de hoy: Lucas se inspiró en este relato 
para contar el milagroso nacimiento de Juan Bautista, hijo de Zacarías e  
Isabel, y el nacimiento aun más milagroso de Jesús, hijo de María y José. 
        En ambos casos, vemos ejemplos o modelos a seguir de personas que 
confiaron en Dios. Más que ser ejemplos de personas que confiaron, son 
modelos de entrega incondicional de sí. Abandonaron sus propios           
preconceptos y prejuicios sobre el funcionamiento del mundo y entregaron 
sus vidas a creer en un Dios que puede hacer que haya vida en lugares en 
donde era inconcebible que la hubiera; un Dios que puede convertir la 
muerte en una vida nueva e inimaginable; un Dios que puede, hoy, tomar a 
un niñito de padres humildes en un pueblo insignificante y convertirlo en 
una luz para el mundo entero. Esto es a lo que se nos llama a hacer cada 
día como Sagrada Familia de Dios: confiar no sólo en nosotros mismos y en 
la manera en que pensamos que deberían ser las cosas, sino a abrirnos y 
entregarnos en fe a un Dios de promesa infinita. 
        Si miramos hacia atrás en el 2020 esto puede ser difícil para nosotros. 
Con todo lo que ha sucedido con la pandemia nuestra fe puede haber sido 
puesta a prueba o incluso debilitada. Pero si a María y José se les pidió que 
hicieran lo que Dios les pidió, nosotros también debemos hacerlo. Sepan 
que Dios está con nosotros a través de las luchas que soportamos en 2020 y 
esperen lo que vendrá en 2021. Pongan su vida en las manos de nuestro 
Señor, confiando en que Dios nos ama y se preocupa por nosotros. 
        Inmaculado Corazon de Maria, ruega por nosotros. 
        Padre Quang 



Monday:      698:  1 Jn 1:5—2:2        Ps 124:2-5, 7c-8 
                                 Mt 2:13-18 
 
Tuesday:     202:  1 Jn 2:3-11           Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6 
                                 Lk 2:22-35 
 
Wednesday: 203:  1 Jn 2:12-17         Ps 96:7-10 
                                 Lk 2:36-40 
 
Thursday:    204:  1 Jn 2:18-21         Ps 96:1-2, 11-13 
                                 Jn 1:1-18 
 
Friday:          18:  Nm 6:22-27          Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 
                                 Gal 4:4-7       Lk 2:16-21 
 
 
Saturday:     205:  1 Jn 2:22-28        Ps 98:1-4 
                                 Jn 1:19-28     Mt 23:8-12 
 
 
Sunday:         20:  Is 60:1-6        Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13 
                                 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6       Mt 2:1-12 
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Sick Relatives & Friends 
Parientes y Amigos Enfermos

 

Frances Ramos, 
Andrew Riva, Fr. Albert Grosskopf SJ. 
 
Note:  All names will be removed at the end of the  year.  Please 
call the office at 925-634-4154 if you wish to add names to the list. 
Nota:  Todos los nombres en esta listas seran  borrados a fin de 
ano. Favor de llamar a la oficina si quieren anadir nombres a esta 
lista. 

          Prayers & Weekly Scriptures/Oraciones y Lecturas de la Semana 
        MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 INTENCIONES PARA MISAS DE LA SEMANA 
 
SAT. DEC. 26TH 
8:00AM +        Alan Vincent Hoeschen 
         +        Frank Nicoletti   
SUN. DEC. 27TH 
9:00AM     +       Angelita and Carol Morris 
             +       Alvin Cunanan 
                         Immaculate Heart of Mary 
10:45AM    +       Zeferino, Maria and Rafael Mendoza 
                             Banuelos de Zesati family 
12:30PM    +       Robert (Bob) Specht, Jr. 
5:00PM    +       Sandra Patino-Patroni   
MON. DEC. 28TH 
8:00AM   +       Mary Burke 
                     +      Tina Rodriguez    
TUE. DEC. 29TH 
8:00AM   +       Paul and Ladisliaus Joseph  
WED. DEC. 30TH 
8:00AM          Sanchez and Galban Families  
                            - Thanksgiving   
THUR. DEC. 31ST 

8:00AM          +       Priscilla May Martinez  
FRI. Jan. 1ST 
8:00AM          For all Special Intentions 

SCHEDULE OF SECOND COLLECTIONS 
January 3, 2021  - Facility Improvement 
January 17, 2021  - Maintenance Fund  

+++  
FECHAS DE  SEGUNDAS COLECTAS 

3 de enero, 2021 - Fondo del Mejoramiento de las  
               Instalaciones 

17 de enero, 2021 -  Fondo del Mantenimiento 

      Mass Intentions can now be scheduled online 
at IHM website: www.ihmbrentwood.com. See 
available dates and pay at time of scheduling. You 
can still schedule by phone or coming to the office 
on Wednesdays only. For the month of January 
you can only schedule 4 (four) Masses and then 1 
(one) mass per month from February —December 
not to exceed 12 per year.  Only one intention per 
mass is permissible. 
 
      Las intenciones de las misas pueden ser        
reservadas  en línea en el sitio web de IHM: 
www.ihmbrentwood.com.    Vea las fechas       
disponibles y pague en el momento de reservarla
(s).  Todavía pueden reservar Misas por teléfono 
o venir a la oficina sólo los miércoles.    Para el 
mes de enero, pueden reservar  solamente  4 
(cuatro) misas y luego una por mes de febrero a 
diciembre sin exceder 12 misas por el año.   Sólo 
se permite una intención por Misa. 
 



                          Lectura                  
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Gloria  
Gloria a Dios en el cielo, y en la tierra paz a los hombres 
Que ama el Señor. 
Por tu inmensa Gloria te alabamos, te bendecimos, 
te adoramos, te glorificamos, te damos gracias, 
Senor Dios, Rey celestial, Dios Padre todopoderoso. 
Senor, Hijo unico, Jesucristo, Senor Dios, Cordero de 
Dios, Hijo del Padre; 
Tu que quitas el pecado del mundo,  
Ten piedad de nosotros; 
Tu que quitas el pecado del mundo,  
Atiende nuestra suplica; 
Tu que estas sentado a la derecho del Padre, 
Ten piedad de nosotros; 
Porque solo tu eres Santo, Solo tu Senor, 
Solo tu Altisimo Jesucristo. 
Con el Espiritu Santo En la gloria de Dios Padre. Amen. 
 
Primera lectura                                Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 
 
El Señor honra al padre en los hijos 
y respalda la autoridad de la madre sobre la prole. 
El que honra a su padre queda limpio de pecado; 
y acumula tesoros, el que respeta a su madre. 
Quien honra a su padre, encontrará alegría en sus hijos 
y su oración será escuchada; 
el que enaltece a su padre, tendrá larga vida 
y el que obedece al Señor, es consuelo de su madre. 
Hijo, cuida de tu padre en la vejez 
y en su vida no le causes tristeza; 
aunque se debilite su razón, ten paciencia con él 
y no lo menosprecies por estar tú en pleno vigor. 
El bien hecho al padre no quedará en el olvido 
y se tomará a cuenta de tus pecados. 
 
Salmo Responsorial                            Sal 127: 1-2. 3. 4-5  
 
Dichoso el que teme al Señor.  
 
Segunda Lectura                                   Col 3: 12-21  
Hermanos: Puesto que Dios los ha elegido a ustedes, 
los ha consagrado a él y les ha dado su amor, sean 
compasivos, magnánimos, humildes, afables y         
pacientes. Sopórtense mutuamente y perdónense 
cuando tengan quejas contra otro, como el Señor los 
ha perdonado a ustedes. Y sobre todas estas virtudes, 
tengan amor, que es el vínculo de la perfecta unión. 
Que en sus corazones reine la paz de Cristo, esa paz a 
la que han sido llamados, como miembros de un solo 
cuerpo. Finalmente, sean agradecidos. 
Que la palabra de Cristo habite en ustedes con toda su 
riqueza. Enséñense y aconséjense unos a otros lo   
mejor que sepan. Con el corazón lleno de gratitud,   
alaben a Dios con salmos, himnos y cánticos           
espirituales; y todo lo que digan y todo lo que hagan, 
háganlo en el nombre del Señor Jesús, dándole gracias 
a Dios Padre, por medio de Cristo. 
Mujeres, respeten la autoridad de sus maridos, como lo 
quiere el Señor. Maridos, amen a sus esposas y no 
sean rudos con ellas. Hijos, obedezcan en todo a sus 
padres, porque eso es agradable al Señor. Padres, no 
exijan demasiado a sus hijos, para que no se depriman. 
 
Evangelio          Lc 2: 22-40x  
 
Transcurrido el tiempo de la purificación de María,   
según la ley de Moisés, ella y José llevaron al niño a  

Jerusalén para presentarlo al Señor, de acuerdo con 
lo escrito en la ley: Todo primogénito varón será    
consagrado al Señor, y también para ofrecer, como 
dice la ley, un par de tórtolas o dos pichones. 
Vivía en Jerusalén un hombre llamado Simeón, varón 
justo y temeroso de Dios, que aguardaba el consuelo 
de Israel; en él moraba el Espíritu Santo, el cual le 
había revelado que no moriría sin haber visto antes al 
Mesías del Señor. Movido por el Espíritu, fue al     
templo, y cuando José y María entraban con el niño 
Jesús para cumplir con lo prescrito por la ley, Simeón 
lo tomó en brazos y bendijo a Dios, diciendo: 
“Señor, ya puedes dejar morir en paz a tu siervo, 
según lo que me habías prometido, 
porque mis ojos han visto a tu Salvador, 
al que has preparado para bien de todos los pueblos; 
luz que alumbra a las naciones y gloria de tu pueblo, 
Israel”. 
El padre y la madre del niño estaban admirados de 
semejantes palabras. Simeón los bendijo, y a María, la 
madre de Jesús, le anunció: “Este niño ha sido puesto 
para ruina y resurgimiento de muchos en Israel, como 
signo que provocará contradicción, para que queden al 
descubierto los pensamientos de todos los corazones. 
Y a ti, una espada te atravesará el alma”. 
Había también una profetisa, Ana, hija de Fanuel, de 
la tribu de Aser. Era una mujer muy anciana. De joven, 
había vivido siete años casada y tenía ya ochenta y 
cuatro años de edad. No se apartaba del templo ni de 
día ni de noche, sirviendo a Dios con ayunos y       
oraciones. Ana se acercó en aquel momento, dando 
gracias a Dios y hablando del niño a todos los que 
aguardaban la liberación de Israel. 
Y cuando cumplieron todo lo que prescribía la ley del 
Señor, se volvieron a Galilea, a su ciudad de Nazaret. 
El niño iba creciendo y fortaleciéndose, se llenaba de 
sabiduría y la gracia de Dios estaba con él. 
   
Credo de Nicea  
Creo en un solo Dios, Padre todopoderoso, Creador del 
cielo y de la tierra, de todo lo visible y lo invisible.  
 
Creo en un solo Señor, Jesucristo, Hijo único  de Dios, 
nacido del Padre antes de todos los siglos: Dios de Dios, 
Luz de Luz, Dios verdadero de Dios verdadero,             
engendrado, no credo, de la misma naturaleza del Padre, 
por quien todo fue hecho; que por nosotros, los hombres, 
y para nuestra salvación bajó del cielo, y por obra del      
Espíritu Santo se encarnó de María, la Virgen, y se 
hizo hombre; y por nuestra causa fue crucificado en   
tiempos de Poncio Pilato, padecío al tercer día, segun las 
Escrituras, y subió al cielo,  y está sentado a la derecho 
del Padre; y de nuevo vendrá con gloria. Para juzgar a 
vivos y muertos, y su reino no tendrá fin. Creo en el       
Espíritu    Santo, Señor dador de vida, que procede del 
Padre y del Hijo, que con el Padre y el Hijo recibe una   
misma adoración y Gloria, y que hablo por los profetas.  
 
Creo en una iglesia, que es santa, católica y apóstolica.  
Confieso que hay un solo bautismo para el perdón de los 
pecados.  Espero la resurrección de los muertos y la vida 
futura del mundo.  Amen. 



                          Readings                  

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is  
written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens 
the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to 
offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the law of 
the Lord. 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, 
awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the    
Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had 
seen the Christ of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to 
him, he took him into his arms and blessed God,  
saying: “Now, Master, you may let your servant go in 
peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen 
your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the  
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and  
glory for your people Israel.” The child’s father and 
mother were amazed at what was said about him; and 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his moth-
er, “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be        
contradicted —and you yourself a sword will pierce—
so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in 
years, having lived seven years with her husband  
after her marriage, and then as a widow until she was 
eighty-four. She never left the temple, but worshiped 
night and day with fasting and prayer. And coming 
forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and 
spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the  
redemption of Jerusalem. When they had fulfilled all 
the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned 
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child 
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favor of God was upon him. 

The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of  
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and   became man. For 
our sake he was crucified under  Pontius Pilate, he     
suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified, who has  spoken through the 
prophets. I believe in one, holy,  catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God,  
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen  
 
First Reading                                              Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 
God sets a father in honor over his children; 
a mother’s authority he confirms over her sons. 
Whoever honors his father atones for sins, 
and preserves himself from them. 
When he prays, he is heard; 
he stores up riches who reveres his mother. 
Whoever honors his father is gladdened by children, 
and, when he prays, is heard. 
Whoever reveres his father will live a long life; 
he who obeys his father brings comfort to his mother. 
My son, take care of your father when he is old; 
grieve him not as long as he lives. 
Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him; 
revile him not all the days of his life; 
kindness to a father will not be forgotten, 
firmly planted against the debt of your sins 
—a house raised in justice to you. 
                     
Reponsorial Psalm                 Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 
 Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.    Second Reading                                  Col 3:12-21 
Brothers and sisters: 
Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving 
one another, if one has a grievance against another;  
as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do. 
And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of    
perfection. And let the peace of Christ control your 
hearts, the peace into which you were also called in one 
body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish 
one another, singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 
And whatever you do, in word or in deed,  
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,  
giving thanks to God the Father through him.  
Wives, be subordinate to your husbands, as is proper in 
the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and avoid any 
bitterness toward them. Children, obey your parents in  
everything, for this is pleasing to the Lord. 
Fathers, do not provoke your children, so they may not 
become discouraged.  
 Gospel              Lk 2:22-40   
When the days were completed for their purification  
according to the law of Moses, they took him up to   



Oracion San Miguel  
 

San Miguel Arcángel,  
defiéndenos en la batalla.  

Sé nuestro amparo contra la          
perversidad y asechanzas del         
demonio.  Reprímale Dios,  

pedimos suplicantes,  
y tú Príncipe de la     
 Milicia Celestial,  

con el divino poder de Dios,  
arroja al infierno a Satanás  

y a todos los espíritus malignos  
que andan dispersos  

por el mundo  
para la perdición de las almas.  

Amén. 

Prayer to St. Michael 
 

St. Michael the Archangel,  
defend us in battle,  
be our protection  

against the wickedness and  
snares of the devil.  

May God  
rebuke him we humbly pray;  
and do thou, O Prince of the    

Heavenly host,  
by the power of God,  
cast into hell Satan  

and all the evil spirits 
who prowl about the world seeking 

the ruin of souls. 
Amen  

            
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer to the Holy Family 

       
Dear Lord, 

Bless our family. 
Be so kind as to give us the unity, peace, and 
mutual love that You found in Your own family 

in the little town of Nazareth. 
Saint Joseph, 

pray for the head of our family. 
Obtain for him the strength, the wisdom, 

and the prudence he needs 
to support and direct those under his care. 

Mother Mary, 
pray for the mother of our family. 

Help her to be pure and kind, 
gentle and self-sacrificing. 

For the  more she resembles you, 
the better will our family be. 

Lord Jesus, 
bless the children of our family. 
Help them to be obedient and 

devoted to their parents. 
Make them more and more like You. 

Let them grow, as You did, 
in wisdom and strength and grace 

before God and man. 

 
Oración a la Sagrada Familia. 

 
Amado Señor,  

Bendice a nuestra familia.  
Danos amablemente la unidad, la paz  
y el amor mutuo que tiene tu familia  
en el pequeño pueblo de Nazaret. 

San José,  
intercede por el jefe de nuestra familia.  

Obtenga para él la fuerza, la sabiduría y la  
prudencia que necesita  

para apoyar y dirigir a los que están  
bajo su cuidado. 

 
María Madre nuestra,  

intercede por la madre de nuestra familia.  
Ayúdala a ser pura y amable,  

gentil y abnegada.  
Cuanto más se parezca a ti,  
mejor será nuestra familia. 

 
Señor Jesús,  

bendice a los hijos de nuestra familia.  
Ayúdalos a ser obedientes  
y devotos a sus padres.  

Haz que se parezcan cada vez más a ti.  
Ayúdalos a crecer, como tú lo hiciste  

en sabiduría, fuerza y gracia ante Dios 
y los hombres. Amen  
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          Ministry Meetings/Reuniones de Ministerios  

+ 
Confessions / Confesiones  

 

Tuesday/Martes: 6:00 - 7:00PM 
Saturday/Sabado: 3:30 - 4:30PM  

  
Devotions/Devociones 

Monday to Friday/Lunes a Viernes  
7:30AM  

 
Holy Rosary/Santo Rosario 

+ 
Wednesday/Miércoles  

8:30AM  
 

Mother of Perpetual Help Novena 
Novena Madre del Perpetuo Socorro  

+ 
 Friday/Viernes  

8:30AM  
 

Divine Mercy Chaplet Novena  
Coronilla a la Divina Misericordia 

 
To publish in the IHM Bulletin  
Please submit your request  

in Word or JPEG format to: 
  bulletin@ihmbrentwood.com  

  (14 days prior to requested 
placement date)    
Send pictures to:  

bulletin@ihmbrentwood.com 
 

To schedule use of facilities   
Please submit request to:  

ihmfacilityschedule@ihmbrentwood.com 

            
      Anointing of the Sick  

Unción de los Enfermos   Home Communion 
Comunión a los Enfermos 

Contact a priest / llame a un sacerdote 
+ 

Marriage/Matrimonios 
Requires at least six month preparation 

Requiere por lo menos 6 meses de preparación  
  Baptism/Bautismos  

634-4154  + 
Funerals/Funerales 

Holy Cross Catholic Funeral Services  
Servicios de Funerales Católicos  

757-0658 

      

 The Holy Family is the name given to the family 
unit of Jesus: The Divine Son of God Jesus, his mother the 
Virgin Mary, and his foster-father Joseph. We know very 
little about the life of the Holy Family through the canonical   
Gospels. They speak of the early years of the Holy Family, 
including the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, the flight into 
Egypt, and the finding of Jesus in the temple. Various     
non-canonical works, including the Infancy Gospel of  
Thomas, try to fill in the blanks. However, even though 
these apocryphal works may contain some truth derived 
from oral tradition, they have been deemed unworthy of 
canonical status because of the way they present Jesus. 
While the exact details of the day-to-day life of the Holy 
Family may be unknown, we can still learn a lot from the 
stories we do have. 

      Devotion to the Holy Family is a recent development, 
but one that naturally grows out of a love for Jesus and his    
family. Devotion to the Holy Family grew in popularity in the 
17th century, and several religious congregations have been 
founded under this title. The Holy Family also became    
portrayed in popular art of the period. On October 26, 1921 
the Congregation of Rites (under Pope Benedict XV)        
inserted the Feast of the Holy Family into the Latin Rite  
general calendar. Until then it had been celebrated         
regionally (see History below). Popes before and including 
Benedict XV (especially Leo XIII) promoted the feast as a 
way to counter the breakdown of the family unit. Today the 
Church celebrates the Feast on the Sunday between    
Christmas and New Year's Day (Known as the Feast of Mary 
Mother of God in the Catholic Church). If both Christmas 
and New Year's Day fall on Sundays, no Sunday exists    
between the two dates, so the Church celebrates the Holy 
Family Feast on December 30th. If the feast falls on the 
30th, attendance is not obligatory. Up until 1969, the Holy 
Family feast was kept on the first Sunday after the      
Epiphany. It was transferred to its current date in 1969. 

      The Feast of the Holy Family is not just about the 
Holy Family, but about our own families too. The main   
purpose of the Feast is to present the Holy Family as the 
model for all Christian families, and for domestic life in   
general. Our family life becomes sanctified when we live the 
life of the Church within our homes. This is called the 
"domestic church" or the "church in miniature." St. John 
Chrysostom urged all Christians to make each home a 
"family church," and in doing so, this sanctifies the family 
unit. Just how does one live out the Church in the family? 
The best way is by making Christ the center of family and 
individual life. Ways to do this include: reading scripture 
regularly, praying daily, attending Mass at least on Sundays 
and Holy Days of Obligation, imitating the actions of the  
Holy Family, going to confession frequently, and so forth, all 
done together as a family unit. 
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