Bergoglio |

We have been charmed by Pope Francis, and many have at the same time been confused by his
leadership. | plan to write about him in these reflections and to share some of his biography as well as
what | have come to understand as his guiding principle of leadership as Pope. The biographical details
come from a book | recently read: The Great Reformer by Austen Ivereigh, who is an old friend of
Cardinal Bergoglio’s. Few Americans saw his election coming, although oddly Fr. Fabio who was at the
time at IHM had been saying it would be “Bergoglio” throughout the transition period. Essentially
unknown among English speaking Catholics, but well known in Latin America, he was in fact the “runner-
up” during the previous Conclave that elected Benedict XVI, and for those who had their eyes on Latin
America, his election was no surprise. Many serious Catholics have been confused by what sometimes
seems an overly permissive attitude on his part, while at the same time delighted with his warmth and
direct approach. All too often in the first couple years of his Pontificate we have heard Vatican news
sources say things like: “what the Holy Father meant to say...” when he appeared to make statements
that ignored essential Catholic teaching and deemphasized the focus on difficult moral teachings such as
abortion and gay marriage. That Pope Benedict was fully in support of his election and manner of
governance of the Universal Church is no secret, although Benedict’s style and governance were very
different.

IHM. pray for us,
Father Jerry

Bergoglio |

Nosotros hemos sido cautivados por el Papa Francisco, y muchos, al mismo tiempo, estdn confusos por
su liderazgo. Yo planeo escribir sobre él en estas reflexiones y compartir parte de su biografia, asi como
también lo que yo he llegado a comprender como su principio de guia del liderazgo como Papa. Los
detalles bibliogrdficos vienen de un libro que lei recientemente: La Gran Reforma por Austen lvereigh,
quién es un viejo amigo del Cardenal Bergoglio. Pocos Americanos se imaginaban los resultados de esta
eleccion, pero extrafiamente el Padre Fabio, quién estaba todavia aqui en ICM, decia que seria
“Bergoglio” el elegido para el tiempo de transicion. Esencialmente desconocido entre los Catdlicos de
habla Inglés, pero muy conocido en Latino América, él fue de hecho el “primer finalista” durante el
conclave previo que eligio a Benedicto XVI, y para aquellos que tenian sus ojos en Latino América, su
eleccion no fue ninguna sorpresa. Muchos catdlicos serios estdn confusos por lo que a veces parece una
actitud permisiva de su parte, pero al mismo tiempo estdn satisfechos con su calidez y enfoque directo.
Frecuentemente en los dos primeros afios de su Pontificado nosotros hemos oido noticieros del Vaticano
decir cosas como: “Lo que el Santo Padre quiso decir....” cuando parecia hacer declaraciones que
ignoraban esencialmente las ensefianzas catdlicas y no enfatizando el foco en ensefianzas moralmente
dificiles como el aborto y el matrimonio gay. No es un secreto que el Papa Benedicto ha estado en
completo acuerdo con su eleccion y con la manera de gobernar la Iglesia Universal, aunque el estilo de
gobernar de Benedicto era muy diferente.

ICM, ora por nosotros,
Padre Jerry



