Give and it will be given unto you IX

When we talk about sacrificial giving we run the risk of being misunderstood, and we have all heard or
heard of preachers who tell their poor to make a pledge from what they do not have and to go into debt
as a way of getting God to keep his promise and make them prosperous. | believe that is crazy; there is
no magic pipeline from God that will pour the long green stuff, or large amounts of dollars into your
account, just because you put God to the test. Truly that is tempting God and we are not to do it. The
test | am saying which is appropriate is when we open our generosity and our hearts toward God, it
creates the environment for God to pour blessings upon us. In other words we do not give what we do
not have, and we can only be truly generous with what is our own. | recall a few years ago on Mission
Appeal Sunday we had some young seminarians from a religious community who challenged us to give
$270.00 to the poor with whom they worked. | had planned to put a check into the mission appeal 2nd
collection, but not quite that much, but when | opened my checkbook | realized that | could easily afford
the $270.00. My reluctance came as | had not planned to respond to that appeal with quite that amount
of generosity. But it was something | could easily afford, so | wrote that check. Blessings? Many.

IHM Pray for us.
Father Jerry

Dad y se os Dara IX

Cuando nosotros hablamos acerca del sacrificio de dar, nosotros corremos el riesgo de que no nos
entiendan y nosotros todos hemos oido de predicadores quienes dicen a sus pobres que hagan un
compromiso con algo que ellos no tienen y meterse en deudas como una manera de hacer que Dios
mantenga su promesa y los haga prosperos. Yo creo que eso es una locura; no hay una magia de parte
de Dios que pueda poner grandes cantidades de dolares en tus cuenta, solamente porque tu pones a Dios
en prueba. Verdaderamente eso es tentar a Dios y nosotros no debemos hacerlo. La prueba que yo digo
que es apropriada es cuando nosotros somos generosos y abrimos nuestros corazones hacia Dios, crea
un ambiente para Dios de darnos bendiciones. En otras palabras nosotros no damos lo que no tenemos, y
nosotros podremos ser realmente generosos con lo que es nuestro. Recuerdo afios atrds en un Domingo
de Apelacion para las Misiones, nosotros tuvimos un seminarista joven de una comunidad religiosa quién
nos reto a nosotros a dar 5270 a los pobres con quién ellos trabajaron. Yo planeaba dar un cheque a las
misiones en la segunda colecta, pero no tanto, pero cuando abri mi chequera realizé que yo podia
facilmente dar los 5270. Me senti disgustado porque yo no habia planeado dar esa generosa cantidad
para la apelacion. Pero era algo que yo podia hacer, asi que escribi ese cheque. Bendiciones? Muchas.

ICM Ora por nosotros
Padre Jerry



